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. Civil Rights Divisiea o

" 9aml A. Remme, Attermey oL .

‘Civil Rights Divisies 72 —/ J/Q‘.g._

. Dezida, Cenezal Predlems R

we visited eleveas comatless ia The State of Plorida,
esd iaterviewed Negro leaders from two ether Ploxrids
countics. We were ussble to interview our ceatacts i %
oaly eae of the couatiss we iatended to visis, 3‘GT3

-

Cuz isitial comtacts imdicate that omce the Negro
gets te the registration office he is sllowed to register.
As youw sre umdoubtedly aware, Plorida has mo tests and
asyone tweanty-ome years of age and over cam be registered.
Naturally, this dees mot provide lecal registrars with
sany devices for discrimimation except outright refusal
te register, We were umable to discover an iastance

where swch a refusal occurred. Rather, the restzaints

en MNegro gegistration occur outside the courthomse.

In five counties where Negro registratioa was very low,

we fomad a high level of imtimidation and fear. The

fears vary from fear of ecomomic seprisals among the
tenant farmers aad school teachers, to the fear of
dramatic acts of violemce, cross buraisgs, beatings,

etc., among the rural populatioa. As might de expected,
we also feund it very difficult to secure any informa~ .
tiom. However, based om our very limited first im-
pressions, we concluded that the fear is prodabdly
Justified but im soue ceunties it may be self perpetu-
ating. In seme counties we were mumadle te discever

aay geceat acts of imtimidatiea; past acts bave imdelibly
stamped their mark of fear. MRemce, Negrees have set

tzied te zegister im sufficieat numders ia receat yeass

te zequize white reaction.

The selutien te the prodlen is Plerida weuld sppear
te be two-fold. Pirst, private Negre eorganiszationms
sheuld spur iatensive and prelenged tegistzation and
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voting ézives ia these countiess Gadsden, Jeffeszses,
Plaglex, and Ualen. (Lafayette snd Libezty are sounties
of vesy bigh fatiaidation, dut their small legze popu- -
fatien, 153 and 340 sespectively, does set Jjustify tee
iatensive efforts at this tine.) Second, we sheuld

) cemtinue te visit these couatiss; estadlish confldence

Qowazds us in our contasts, and file astions as seea
a8 our informatiea warrsats sush actiom. It ie eus

_estimate that mest suite ia Plezida will de (b) type

setions, but zagistratien dgives may cesult im dis-
esinisatory acts by the zeglstrazs eof other state
eofficlals. :
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We revisited four counties im Plerids, Liderty,
Gadsden, Unlen snd Jeffersenm. The present situatien

. 48 esch comamty and ouwr coemclusien as te what sheuld be

done 1o as fellews: g

1. Liberty Cennty - This is s small geunty with ﬁh-
only 240 Negrees o!l;TS!c to regleter. At onme time

‘eleven were rveglstered, dut all were forced by white

sctivities te take their mames off the rell. There

has been ne attempt te register im the county siace
that time, 19356. We asgain coentacted Nr. Johuany Jeakias
whe had secemed, on our first vigit, most isterested in
geglstering again. Ne said that there had been some
discucsien since ocur last visit, but that they were all
geluctant to make the attempt. HNe felt that they would
net make any c¢ffort unless they bad proetection at the
time of registzatioa. We explained to him the limits
of our asuthority, and he promised to contimue discussing
this matter with 2is people.

Conclusion: There is methiang that cam be donme st
this tTme Decause qf the lack of Negro registratien
asctivity. HNewever, we shounld watch this couaty clesely,
88 amy Negre activity cesld very well result iz white
attempts teo intisidate them omce agaia.

2. Gadsdean County -~ Approximately 3350 Negreoes
gsegistered in this county last year predably due to the
pudlicity of the Civil Aights Conmissies lavestigaties.
Since that time theze bas been little sctivity. we
iatesviewed three Negrees on this secoend trip, eane of
whon we had interviewed oa cus first visit. All seemed
satliafied that the Negrees could regioter and vete freely.
Since our first visit there had Deea a lecal eclection.
Begzoes segistesed and voted in tllo election with no
spparant ‘llllcnlty.
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Coenclusien: Based en the peer recozd this county
bad prler te 1940 it does mot seen likely that the white
sennunity weuld allew large aumbers of Negroes te zegistex
and vets. Newsvar, the lack of sctivity makes amy action
Oy the whites ummecessary. Negro leaders beliecve that
theze will de amother spurt in registratien whea the mext
genezal election ececvze. There is nothing we canm do at
this time, but s well ergamised registration dsive im
this county showld be initiated. i

3. Union County - There are 1,082 Negroes im shis
county of which ealy three are segistered. As we dis-
eevered on our first visit, the registration of these
three Negroes in 19359 resulted in some adverse activity
in the white commumity. Our interviews on this second
trip disclosed the following: Mr. Lacy Moore, white,
teld at least two unregistered Negroes that they should
tell eme of the registered Negroes that she sheuld mot
vets amd that they, meaning the whites, would mot allow
Begzoes to reglster and vote; Mr. Lacy Moore told Mrs.
Allem, a zegisteged Negro, that she showld mot vote;

Mz. Lacy Moore told David Jenkims, the science teacher,
that he should mot try to register or vote; that Mr.
Thomas, white zetired railroad worker, told Nrs. Angile
Pranklia, registered Negro teacher, that her howse might
be burmed if she voted; Mr. Welsh, white, told NMr.
William Coleman, segistered Neggo, that he might de killed
if he voted. The colored school principal, Mrs. Ruth
Jenkins has also actively discouraged Negroes from regis-
tesing. This activity probably is based om her fear of
the white community, but it has been instrumental in
holding back Negro registration. Also, the past histocry
of this county, deatimg of s Negro who tried to zeglster,
makes these verbal threats more effective.

Cenclusion: The activity of the whites, in particu~
lar that of Nr. Meore, has halted any attempts by Negroes
te zegister. It weuld sppear as if these activities
vielate 1971(b). Whether a suwit is justified where the
iatinidation bas been so limited 1s amether question. we
Believe that sueh & suit would have s demeficial effect
ia the Negre commuanity. 1If further efferts are made
Stowvazd perfecting a suit in this county, it is suggested
that twe menbers frem this effice go imte the county and
Secure affidavits before the whites are awvare of our
sctivities. The level of fear is 8¢ extreme that .01,
sctivity befere we secure these affidavits aight mve a
detrinental effect.
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4. Jeffersen Couaty - This county has clese t»

- three theusand Negrees of voting age. Adbout 324 are
- segistezed to vete. Our secomd visit te this county

was concentrated im the area of the county arouad

Lament. Our iavestigatiem disclessd that white activity

ia this area had disceuraged Negre registsation snd

goting. Only sae Negre im this asea veted ia thes gemeral
" electiea 4in 1960. All the ether vegistered Negrees

falled to vete becsuse of white threats. MNr. Gordea
Nudsen, white, told Mz. Robert Rall, registered Negro,
2hat ke shounld mot gov up ts vote. & schosl teacher,
Belle Clark, who we were mot adle to iantesview, was tald

< that she would lose her jJob if she voted.

~ Tenclusion: MNo effort is made to stop the Negze
fzem gsegistering, dut they ase then kept away from the
eetiag booth. A records demand would be of value in

" this comnty. Although these records will show mo dis-

crimination they will give us the names of all the
gseglétecred Negroes., Prom this we could instigate an
P.3.1. investigation to determine the number of Negsoes
who voted, and, if they did not vote, the reasoas fer
this failure. This activity in the county may have a
beneficial effect on Negro registration amd voting
efforts in the coumty as well as develop the fasts for
a possidle 1971(b) suit. Also, s broad appreach such
as outlined adbove will take the pressure off our
individual informants, snd may make sudsequent inter-
views more hclp(g;.
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Jereme X, Heilidbrea, Attorney . Jenwazy 3, 1963

Sepastment of Justice IR smhe
Joha %, Resenderg : '
Attosney

Civil Rights DPivisien
A Summary of Yoting Discriminatien in Geezgis

- Pzimarily to familiarize myself with the work that
Sas beser done by the Departaent in Georgis in the past,
I have revicewed the various applicadble DJ files and
Txial Files, %Nhile most of ths informestisn is uadeubt-
wdly faniliar te you, I anx summarizing my study withd
fespect teo veoting in this memo,

I have takea the lidberty to categorise the counties
inte three groups, which might be looked at in terams of
an order of ilamportance for action snd investigations
for the coming year,

The figures on the tep l1line next to the county nahe
indfcate the tetal county population, and the per cent
aon~wkite. The second line lists respectively the
eligidle white votiug population and the aumdber of
registered whive voters, followed by the same information
for the Negro population, (Pigures are from Cilvil fights
Comuission Stuldy, Atlanta Constitution, Southern Regional
Ceuncil and Bureau ol Census., 1In some cases they may not
be up to dste.,) The DJ file nuaber is also listed,

Since segregated voting is being handled separately
by ¥r, Putzel, it is zet treated herein except in a few
instances where it serves to exaggerate the poor
conditions,

¥hile no individual credits asre mentioned, much of
this material is enly a susmary of geperts Ly yeu and
other staff menbera., ¥Yhere you have recommended further
investigation, 1 have se indicated.

The attespt here has been to summarisze, and will
ia most cases serve enly as & reminder, Obviously the
comple te reportes are at hand heardy in the Tzial and
bJ Piles,

It sheuld be noeted for future refesences that

" there ssre & mumber of iastances where & comaty 8J file

does not have & gopy of geperts of interviews loecated

"4n the Trial Pile. Thus, feor background informatien en
a partlculnt county, beth should bc checkad,

. Receords
ec: Nz, Doar . Chrone

Rg, Putzel g Trial File (Room 1140)
Ny, Nerman . :




Ty
o
F

)
. !

Ia each eof ttke fai'fsllewiang groups, counties are 1isted
alphadetically byy tthe Jjue judiciel districts: Nerzthesn, Niddle

and Seuthern, (Gaesegrsprraphically, they fairly weil fellew
the "Black Belt™ firemre=m zertheast te southwest Georgia.)

sacur A
Saker Countyy : L 4,543 38.9
72-19%-533 o u:o/[u'lol 1283/3s3

¥ e agee reendyeady te file a 1971(a) complaiat.

 Terrell Couwmtty —v 12,742 64.4
72-19M-911 ' 3038/2810 4057/63

The Nattxewszzws case in January,

Webster Couxmtty ——v 3,247 63.9
73-194-333 113/['34] 975.0

Recordis photanstegraphed May 16, 1960, This is
s notowiisus:sus county., We need to investigate
for eviidencerace of recent intimidation, and
Negrosss wsxho ks have sttempted to register., -
* miller Countty - 6,908 29 .4
72134483 3093/3337 946/6

-‘ot onse cof thf the six Negroes who are registered
has vested inc in recent years. It is generally
understoeod-aad that Negroes are not to be in tewn
on Sikzction-ien Jay, and the sudbject of veting tz
considdered-tad tadbee for discussion,
Re onchhumattuptod to register in recent yn:s.
N
u-«:- Cosmtty — Ty 5,900 49.0 \
Re P J.. 11’4/[3437] 1336/3

Aneothoer ccounsounty where ne legre has atteamapted
te veste zand.amd wmhere they are afraid to try,
Theree sonsmanens to® ba ne legre leaderahip,
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4. Payette County 8,199 29,6

. | 73-19-18 . 3583/3402 1190725 .
A 73-19-32

In 1933 and in 1957 the Department considered
dnstituting actions against the local voting

and election officials under 18 U.S.C. 241 and

242 for bdlatant discrininatory practices., In =~
beth instances we finally acquiesced in the

USA’s recoaxmendation not to prosecute, because

of "i11 feeling™ that might be created, and the
1ittle likeliheod of successful prosecution,

The records were photographed and snalyzed in
1960, but no pattern of discrimination could be
estadlished, :

Your investigation in 1961 revealed ne evidence
of overt intimidation, dbut since there are no
more Negroes registered today than in 1933, it
would seem that a more detailed look is warranted,

Brooks County 15,292 48,8
72-194-57 3059/4321 3711/693

No evidence of overt {ntimidation, but you
reconmended & further look here, primarily
bacause segregated voting has not been

: eltminsted,
C 3 Calhoun County 7,341 65.1
72«194-59 te 8654/[16821 23%93/132

This ceunty berders Baker County, and various
comments suggest that we investigate fucrther,

-

3 Clay County 4,331 2.3
; 72-194-62 - 1130/1013 1441/9%4
"uﬁ - The Negreoes whe are registered here are primarily
4 . teachers, Apparently, & state of fear continues
- to exist among the others. You suggested further
L T “Q“t' here,
Clineh County 6,545 ~ 38.0
1 % - 73-190-63 2373/2429 1236/319
E . One of the counties berdeiing Flerida where
L , ‘Cconemic conditions are peor. Hegrees are
T ‘ S
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Zvightened. Some evideance that beth the
vestion and literascy tests were deing
289 ed, Segzegated veting. Appeaars te de

s bad county and we should check further,

Crauford County 5,816 7.8
Ne D.J. 1396/1496 1611/135

Ad jacent to Bidb County., You suggested further
inquiry here, sspecially to determine if only
the Negre leaders were being qualifiead,

Deugherty County 73,680 34.4
72-19M-49 28,897/10,315 14,163/2628

Possible records demand in view of suggested
discriminatory practices during September pri-
mary election for city council in Albany,

Les County 6,204 ‘2.7
72=194-32 1427/1281 1793729
73-194-104

There seems to be no clear-cut evidence of
diserimination, though we still have to analyze
the records photographed io 1961, Purther
investigation seens warranted,

According to Gordon Martin, the fallure to

renew & number of Negro teaching coentracts

1aet year could pet be pesitively 1inked to
theose teachers’ activities in veter registratioa,

Nacon County 13,170 3.0
72-19-351 3171/3024 4077/178

As of Pedruary 1962, it appeared that this county
‘was 1iving up te its agreement with Justice to
eliminate discrimianstery practices, V¥We need to
eheck again,

The records were phetegraphed in 1961, dut not

ansiysed.,
Nitchell County 19,052 31.0
72-198-71 6033/([7298) 4971/373

There has been practically no investigatiea
heze, and the figures above would slene seem
td justify i,




Seainele Couanty 6,80Z5,302 38,4
72-19%-30 " 2048.2048/[3172) 2233729

Agcozrding to your Snvestigzmtigatien, the practices
- of Sntimidatien of recent—xrmnt years have been

‘elininated, but we shouldkmmidieep checking hers

4n view of the few Negroem=vwees who are rsgistered

8o wveote, -

The records of this countysmnty have been photographed,
Stewart County ' - I3TT—T371 © 70,7
_ 22-319%-7S3 : 14635.1463/7[1853) 2431

Nest of the Negre school _tewnl teachers are registered.
Peor cconomic conditiens rems: -responaidle for lack
of interest,

Suater County 24,5524 ,6352 v 32,8
72-19%-40 77307X230/5164 6710/433

Yeur investigation showed—mwed segregated voting to
be the main difficulty., ne. we were going te check
further in 1961, after nr:-x sur, Pleming had sdvised
that the Barnus Brethers:-cers could give us a good
sccount of the situstion_imon imn this county.

Nerth County 16,6218 ,682 48,2
Ne D.J, - $324/,3324/([5855) 3776/296

You have recommended an inwun—investigation herse., A
low percentage of total rext-registrants is Negre,

and the voters list ebviswswmisusly needs te be purged,

Telfair Ceounty 11,7IX1,71S3 34,2
73-20-38 /T /1389 /169

Vete frauds in 1960 electitmmctions resulted in
erininal sentences. Nenrymenry Pyutael feels the
veting setup is still corzcxorrupt, but so far we
have ne evidence of federssderal vielations.

wilkes County 10,5520,961 51.3
72-20-70 382X 13821/3364 3101/290
This county has s bad histokistery of econeaic

soercion and ethers pr ixres, In April of this

yess, 8 sunder of Negroswvmees were apparently re-
Jected for set "iaterpretimreting” the Censtitution

v
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properly., However, your coaverssssrsation with
Nz, X, S, Brittain in May of thisthis year indi-
sated that conditiens were grearimatly improved,
Some 200 lNegroes have registeresdcred this year,
Me were geoing to check l-tt?czzzzx.

..SREC /

Thers are approximately 335 counties wis-where we have
wever instigated an investigation, or svencsven interviewed
lecal people, te sse¢ what the voting condiazditions are., To
geduce this 1ist to one which we might corscensider for imaediate

eurveys, I have listed delow those countiestries with large non-
white populations, dut whose percentage ofc. of Negre registrants

(of total registracts) is less than eleversven per cent.

Total

Population

Bldert 17,835
Barris 11,167
Norgan 10,280
Oglethorpe 7,926
Pulaski 8,204
Quitsan 2,432
Taylor 8,311
Twiggs 7,938
Wilcox 7,908
¥ilkinson 9,230
— Burke 20,596
Jefferson 17,468
Jehnson 8,048
Reduffie 12,687
Treutlen 3,874

¥arrean 7,360

% Hegro—ro % lgi;atcred
34.3 2 10,6

34,7 < 3.7
47.9 ~ 5.6

44.9 -~ 6.3

43,4 B 7.2

64.1 _: 5.6

48,3 - 10,6

60.1 3 8.9

33.4 = 7.0

48,2 - 4.8

€6.4 3 10,4

36.6 .. 6.3
33.2 .2 7.7

42.4 - S.8 -
33.12 2 1.7

62,8 3 9.6

The follewing counties are others wherwhere we have con-
ducted interviews or investigations. 1In tis them no ma jor
prodliems are spparent from our records, oz, or there are
affismative indications that conditiens asa sare quite good,
Naturally, £f travels bring us into thesemese counties, it is
contenmplated thst we would check sgain wisaowith the local
people, (Sumsmaries are available in sy fiyx files.)

Pulten
Mesivether
Trzoup

“  Bem Hig
3idvd
Butts

Chuttthootﬁ?il/ﬂ

T2-19-—44>—44
72«19-633-53
T72-19-645-64
Ne D3 -3
T2<-294-33%-35
7319050480
72-19%-680-60



Colguitts »e »J
Ceook ‘ 72-19%-04
Lrisp T2-19-66
Pecater T73-194-82
Early T2-198-39
Eghels T3=-19-33
Grady . 93=-194-8S
Eewndes T3=-19%-69
Mazios T72-194~-70
Kuscogee Ne DJ
Peach 12-19M-38
Randolph T2-19%-74
Bacon 72-20-~63
Ceffeae 72-20-63
i finghan 72-20-71
fvans 72-20-66 S ]
Jeff Davis 72-20-47 E
Rauzens Ne DJ Py
Screven 72-20-72 . .
Toombs Ne DJ 11
Warren 72-20-73 {gL
* - |
A
\ CONCLU S10ON ‘ | ; l’
]

~—"" This survey is skeletal, to say the least. However,
I shall be glad, at your request, te prepare a detailed
program for investigation, records demands, etc., for

any or all of the proposed counties, and any others that
you may bave in mind,

EY
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".! JDBAS FOR EDUCATIONAL STUDY IN ALABAMA AND LOUISIANA

The purpose of this study is to gather information which
tan be used as evidence in cases involving the right to vote
without discrimination to prove that since about 1330 »r so

-+ the public education provided for Negroes has beem inferior

-7 49 that provided for ewhite persons, and that this is stilil

- txme today. Here are a3 few suggestions about facts to be

>~ found for comparison purposes. I am sure you will have others
which should be added to this.

1. Teachers salaries - Negro and white.

2. Teachers educational levels and degrees -
Negro and white.

3. Teacher-pupil ratios - Negro and white,

4. Length of school terms - Negro and white,

5. Subjects taught at various levels -
Negro and white.

6. Pupils per classroom - Negro and white.

7. Textbooks used - Negro and white,

8. Accreditation by universities of Negro
and white high schools,

9. Librarian study facilities in Negro
and white schools.

(a) Nuamdber, types and age of books in
1ibraries.

10. School plants available - Negro and white.

(s) Consolidated vs. rural schools:
(b) At what point were high schools

. - available for Negroes and whites

with particular reference to nua-

ber of high schools per school

age population.

7 (1 have been told by Negroes in some
counties in Alabama that they only went
to the 6th grade because when they were
of the proper age there were no high
schools for Negroes in the county,)

T
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13.

Physical facilities inside school.

{a) NMumber of classroons;

(b) Lunch facilities;

€c) Athletic facilities.

Overall condition of the schools -
age and keep-up.

Transportation sccommodations,

(a) Buses available, particularly
per student; -
(b) Distance traveled.
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IETARYISN OUTLING
Jatrodugtion )

“The folloewing is an outline of information to be sought
during !?o interview of Negroes who have attempted to register
te vote in Dallas County, Alabama simce May 1, 1962, The purpose
of this outline is to provide the interviewer with leads as to
the specific type of information sought. The experiences of all
fntervievees is different and therefore various parts of the
following outline will not be pertinent in most interviews.
Pacts w&}l arige in other luto;vlcw. which will require & more
detailed and extensive questioning into certain aspects of

the registration experience than ig set forth in the outline.

Bffective interviewing is the product of goed judgment.

The nature, order and extent of the questionming ecan only
be determined by the fnterviewer and can mot be predetermined.
Thus, this outline should be used as s check 1list of sudjects
covered, mot as a guide to the mature, erder and exteant of the
Questions asked during the interview.

Diagrams of the ccnt;honlo and blank cepies of the applica-
tien ferm should bde used appropriately during the interview to
aveid misunderstandings detween the interviewer and the

intervievee and o» help liil.lh the interviewee's récollection.

It is advigadle to first discuss the registration

- empeziences with the interviewee and thea take the notes for

his statement by again ¢overing the experiences with him,

o v
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Background information sheunld de completad om the forms

available for that (nformatiea. The infermatioa gelating te

moral character (possidle arrests, coeavictiens, 111igitimate

ehildren, cehadbitation, etec.), is impertant in Judging »

pesson as & potential witness and sheuld be obtainod_in s

manner ss net to offend the interviewee yet provide the necessary.

infermation, -

Basic Information

A, Attempts to register to vote.

1.

4,

Prior to May 1, 1962,

2. Dates, places and results.
Since May 1, 1962,

8. Dl}ps} places and results.

Registration or attempts to register in other counties
or states.

a. Dates, places and results.

Poll tax payments.

B. Descriptiea of registration experiences.

~
(The follewing infermatien sheuld D¢ sought feor each
attenpt made by the interviewees to register siace

May 1, 1963. The intesview shoeuld include these times
when the iantezviewee filled eut an application fern
and these times when he was unabdle te fi11 oeut a ferm
dut 4id go te the courthouse for that purpese.)

1.

Expezienses prior te entering the registrars® office.
s Date of attenpt.

. Wheze was the zegistration conducted (i.¢0., at
Couszthouse or ia preciact). ‘

-
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“Be Time of day faterviewee left for zeglistratioa
: office and time arrived at zeglistration office.

‘z. . de How and with whon lniorvlwco weat te ths
i zeglistration office.

©r e Sumbezr of people uoltlng'to tcgi.tcx.

i - €1) Race of perseas waiting and mames of
: - 7 Persens walting,

" €33 ©Description of how perseas waited (1ine,
.~ etanding or sitting, where ia zourz thouss
o sutside). '

- £33 WYbhe elee desides spplicaats were preseat
sround line eutside registration office
Cofficers in snifora, white Rea, persons
with camera, Negro voter registration
~ wozkers). v

(4) HRow did people know they should wait in
1ine. (Posted instzuctiens, law officer
telling people what te do, registrarse
making snnouncements.)

(3) Row long 4id interviewee wait in 1ine (eat
A - &t moon hour, able to wse restroom
e facilities, how long stand or sit in chairsg
g & during wait).

o f. How were the people waiting to spplty selected te
e A g0 iato the registrar's office.

(1) Die¢ people Just wait ia 1ine or was there
8 1ist they sigmed, numbdered tag they obtained,
etc. Were people informed what procedure
was uged and if gso by whem and how.

L (2) Hew 4id persons waiting kaow 1t was time

= | ‘ for amether applicant te eater. Did

E: ) segistrars, law eofficer oz prier applicant
SRRounce next persea shewld go in.

'ﬁi 8 Wkat wezre registzar's deing while interviewee
4 ' "".‘o




" 42)

- €3)

(s)

. .—M.-

¥as deor to regraxanmmwwgistratien office open,
and 1f so, whasnmezmmeazt 414 fiaterviewee observe.

948 zegistrarszcm-ranmwsreone out while ll‘ltC‘tvlc"Ct
waited, and if xr-==x._if g0, how of ten, where did
they go a3d vhasssxmanmhat did they appear ts be

. “‘l‘ -

I intervieveorsmmmmmse-was there in morning defore

. gegistrars arrirrxmesrrrived, when 4id zegistrars

arzive, what di—r-st—v—nid they fizst de o= 88y te

- theose waltingonr. - - =g,

What did regisrzarrmrmigtrars do at lunch time. Did
they clese of fii=—=—=ffice, and if g0, what announce-
ment did they mezmmsmwv-make, what did people do who
vere waiting im-=u-:z=-4n 1ine, when did the regis-
trars returx smcxzuommrmnd what did they then say or
do, - .

What did regiszrzarremwistrars do when they closed
down fer the ds~cxr——w—day, what time was it; how
sany were stil2 3 wxwrill waiting; had they earlier
wasned applicas=amzs—srants at end of line they
would never ge=wr=T-—a—ygt te them; did they tell
persons when to Ixzwn—to return next or make any
provision to ts—rmzwwo—take those persons first on
the next regisrzerwmwxristration day.

B, How did the interviewseommmsmwiewee know where to go in the
¢ouzthouse to regisrssmmemrister.

Q)

(2)

3

Is there s sigmzrw-wwwign shewing which office is
the deard ef re—rupsmrxpeggistration office.

Did the intervmmmmmwwwiewee talk to anyone and
ask them vhorsmrm—wumers -to register, if so, who,
where and vhassrsmmumemat-was asture of coaversation.

Were there sayzmr—mmmmuxy-—uetices about reglstration
pested on therseommmume-deer teo the courthouse, or
inside the conmmmrrmmmssriheuse, sueh as the deor
te the registzrmmmmsmmwrrars® office.

3. BExperiences tngide thonnmnampgampsegis tration of fice.
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Reow did the interviewee learn that‘lt vas
his tuza te eater the registration eoffice.

Descziptioen of the reglstration office and

the persens in the office including how many
applicants (where and what doing), how many
segistrars (where and what doing), whether a
2ady secretary was in the office (where and

- what doing) and the physical set-up of chairs,
> tables, e@tc.

Obtain a steap by step description eof the pro-

cedures experienced including all imstructions,

questions asked and other contacts. In

sbtaining the sequence of the procedures determine ;
whether the interviewee: {

€2) Mas asked oral ques-ions, and if =o,
when, where, by v’ sm and with what
gesponse, their jature (i.e¢., sge,
asddress, arrests or convictions, oce
eupation, enployers, prior atteapts to
gegister, spouse’s name, illéegitimate
ehildren,:&tc.), and answers given by
interviewas.

€3) Asked questions of another person, and
if so, when, where, of whom, what was
their nature (why previously rejected,
what part of form to fill out, dbeat
aunder, meaning of certain words or
questions, how would hear if passed or
zejected, etc.), and the responses te
thess questions. ‘

€3) Was the interviewee required te take 4
snd/oz sign an Osth en the ferm. If g0, :
when, where and by whom was it adminigtered, !
what instructions or infermatien was given ;
as to raising hand, what Oath meant, where

|
te siga. - _ ;
I
!

) Uas the interviewee ssked adout what the
Censtitution meant, te explain anything
about the state, fedéral or local govern-
sent or officials. 1If se, when, where, by
vhen and what the ianterviewee's answer was.




4.

f.

£S) Was the interviewee required to f1i1l out
oz otherwvise write anything ether than
the application form (application for
segistration, questionnaire and Oath).
1f se, when, where, by whom, what was
the natuze of the form and what it re~
quired, what did the interviewee write
and what was done with it when the
dnterviewee finighed with it.

(6) Nas the interviewee given any instruc-
tions during the registration process.
If so, when, where, by whom and what
was their nature (what part of the form
should be filled out, not to ask any
Qquestions or talk to anyone else, where
to sit, what to do when fianigshed filling

out form, etc.).

What did the interviewee observe with respect
to the procedure other applicants went through.

(1) 1If there was other applicants, who were
they @ncluding race), where did they sit,

(2) Did they talk to another Derson while
filling out their forms, and if so, to
whom with what response, and what was
the nature of thelr conversation.

How long did it take the interviewee to fill

eut the applicasion form and hew long did 4t

take the interviewee from the time he entered
the registration office until he left the

effice.

Was the interviewee told whether he was accepted
oz rejected or told how and when he would learn
whether he was accepted or rejected. Did a
geglistrar 100k over the application form when
he turned it in, and if g0 did the registrar
appear te check the answer or Just glance at {t.
Did the registrar say anything about the foram
-8t this time,

e e S m—————
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Sere theze any parts of the regissmyistration

-precess (particularly any parts-ot—ts of the

spplicatien form) which were diffi=ifficult or
eonfuging oz which the interviewewmswwee did net
saderstand, If go what 414 the ixmns:interviewsse
de sbout it, If he didn’t ask anmx-any questions,

‘why not. If he did any any qQquestxmsestiens, what

were they anéd what was the resslitmsults.,

Was the interviewee treated politmmiitely, ware
sny cenfusing, embarrassing or immzr—impelite
statements made by a reglstrar.—=zr.

What did the interviewee observe—mrve sutside the
gegistration office when leavingz=xing.

Has the interviewee ever receivedtwived notice as
to what action the Board of Regisummgistrars took
on his application. If so, what-waat was the
form of the notice, when was it r=—tt-received,
what does it say and what was thes—the sction
taken. If the notice is one of rzof rejection
what was the reason for the rejec=wjection as
stated on the notice. Has the immes dinterviewse
discussed this notice with any remy-registrars or
other officials. If so where, whm;—when, with whom
snd what was the nature of the ¢ims digscussion.

3. Voter registration activity=—ity.

a. How did the interviewee—iwwes knew the days
that application for regi=wegistratien
eould be made.

b. What prompted the interximverviewee teo
apply for registration-z=an at this time.

€. Has the interviewee attenmettended any voter
geglstration mecetings inxxs {a Selma of
ether places. 1f se, whaxrmwhere, when, with
whom asd what eccurred—=xtemd at these meetings.

4. Kas the interviewee ever~wwer attended any
veter zegistratien classmamsses and/or
filled out any practics—sixs application
ferms. If se, how many;-mmany, where, when
and vho gave the instrzmmsesctions.
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3 - de Was the interviewes worked in the Negvegre veter
3 - zegistration drive. If g0, when, wherwere and

3 ' what 44id he de (i.e., distribute leafixflets,
- ' canvass feor people who weuld apply forfor regis~
E _ . - tzation, help raise bond meney For jailailed

; o ’MC‘C.. etec.). -

# ¥o Has the fnterviewee ever talked to snyzny white
Person asdout the interviewese®s attempempt te
Secone a registered voter. If so, whowho was
the white person, when snd where did. 14 -the
sonversation take place and what wasxas —the
aature of the cenversatioa,

-

. : (1) MNas the interviewee wver discusssssed

PR : voter registration with his empioployere
(pacticularly if the employer'is is a
white person) and if so, when, whewhers,
snd what was the nature of the cer-conversa-
tion, Does the interviewee feeleel that
the attempt to register has had.ad-any
affect upon his employmeat, and-id if so,
how and what facts indicate thisuis.

9 (2) Does the interviewee know of anyany other
¥ Negroes who have had difficulty vy with

E their jobs, payment of bills, obtebtaiming
" credit, or otherwise, because of of their
attempt to register to vote or becbecause
of participation i{n the voter regregistra-
tion drive. If so, who, what waswas the
nature of the difficulty, when cizdid £t
occur and what are the facts concencerning
it.
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Lavgence £, Walsh, Deputy Attersey agech 24, 1938
Genersl

8. Wilsen uhite, igsistant Atteracy C.agsal,
L4vil aightes Divipien

State sudpeens of P8I agcats at Shrevepert, Leniglana.

The lecsl district attozney has ammousced his intentioa
of sudpeenaing bvefore a lecsal grand jury PBIL agemts who were
sonducting en official iavestigation is Wedater Parish, Lowislsas.

The iavestigation deing condwetod By the FBI is under the Civil

Rightes Act of 1037 for ecprivation of the right of fraachise

o8 acceuat of race and is daged uwpom 30 complaints. The eharge

which is appareatly uader investigation by the Stste is that :
the FB1 agents intimidated the State reglstrac, and pesaidly

other persons interviewed, im vielation of State law. -

5 Bave mo doudbt that the State charges are Completely :
baseless, sad that the resl purpose of the imvestigatiom is i
te endeavor to bharass and embarcass the Department and ,

particularly the FDI. At thils stage.we do mot knov whether \
the local district attormey or the judge sre knowing pacties ,’

te such sm endeavor, or oa the comtrary, are acting la good

faIth ia iavestgating complaints of lecal eltiaens. I% Is also,
of course, impossidle to say whether charges will de pressed :
against the asgents throuzh false or highly distorted testinony, #

We arec faced with the decisioa whether, when the ssbpocaas
ate served, we should st once ask the U.5. District Court to .
enjoin enforcement of compliance with the subpeemss. The ; &
conplaiat secking such as injunction weuld asllege that the
state gramd Jury actioa wemlid intesfere with a federal imvestiga-
tien of a matter within the e¢xclusive Jurisdictien of the
Unfited States; that the sudpeesaed agents ceuld met be called
oa te disclesc say of the resuits of their investigatiea eor
aay of its sudject matter and thut, therefore, the gramd jusy
could set enter uwpea any inquizy ss te these mattess with
these witnesses; and that ia fact the sudpoenss sre intended
ealy te hamper, iapede and endarrsss the "actioans of a lavw
snfercesent agency of the United States.

The saswer teo sush complaint weuld ne deudt allege that
the audpoenas were issued net for eay of swch puzpeses, dut
wese simed st the lavestigetion of charges of niscenduct by
the sgente which would de alleged to be violstion of State

lavws.
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Precunadly o Rearing would de hels te deternine whethes
the sudpoenas were ia fact fggued for tavestigation of gtate
shazrges sgainst the sgeats. It may fuzther be sssumed Sthzt ths
lecal distrset atterney meuld iasist that they were o lesnee,
a8d weuld sadertsre, if tequiced, to mnake sene shewing that
8tate charges had bees ledged ogaiast tae sgeats, which chasges
vere te de iavestigated bDefeore the grans jury.

3 feel that the 4ccision whether or neot to precesd with
sueh an {njunctien cmplaint suet be daged peimarily spea »
euestion of pelicy, Yis: what cousrse is best sdepted to counter
what appeasrs te de » delidesrate asttempt te cust dlscredit oa
federsl enforcement precedurcs? I thiank the ABsver must be
te ehoose the conrse which will driag ent the teutd and discloese
the falsity of these charges as quickly ap Dpossible, and whieh
will aet st a8y time create the Appeatance that the Pepart-
nent of Justice ig evading a full Resring of anmy eharges made
sgalnst its law eaforcenent officers.

Theze £ dome dan;oi of czeating such an appeagance if
the iajusctiea preoceduce is used. The ehaczge cenle, aad
sight well de, advamced by the State that ia seckiag such as

of their scts, boweves iapeeper oz dllegsl, and was attenptiag
Se concesl the facts. 1t weuld be particulasly wafertusate
L€, $a gueh an atuesphere, the cesrt sheuld ofder cempliange

Busess. The damage conld b¢ repaired caly after a pablice
trdel of the sState chazges.,

Oa the other bhand, if the Rearing ea the injunction was
Bsadled ¢ifferently ®y the judge, the regmit could de just
the opposite. 1If the Sourt would persit the govermment te pes
the sgemts ea the stamd to describe their imtecvicws with ghe
slileged victing snd te segative coapletely a8y chacges of
istinidation, the seheme wonid be showm up for what it 2s.
To condust the Bearing {a taig Ranaer, the court would have
te ba sonvinced that At shenld iteslf decide as » questica

- of fact mm.mﬁﬁ{ma‘mn chnzgey -

sgslast the sgents de la fact exist. If §6 ShoULs Ting. the
ehesges & ehan sad pretense, the offect would be sslutary.

it is ay zecennendation thst the injusctiocn prececding
sheuld aet de Bfought saless the Buited S$tates Attermey io
adle to odtala oo infecmal sulfag thet the dearing wouid e

Goaducted oo that the govessment Can deing out tae f£31) stesy,

i Ld
i
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R !ig;,jixll:z_1!21~3;’ Sav which would Ve applicadle teo
e facts wii e _thup Tar been picgented is thile case falle
sheort 81 zing o ouccessful lajunctions prececediags.

Although these is so doudt that & stete crinimel presceu~
tiea, sad, tharefore, fortiord, state grasd jury preceediags,
may B¢ enjoined by » ederal coust whea it is sdewa that ideze
is an interference with s federal functlisa, Naat v, United sSgates,
378 V.8, "‘ Unlte b ALY L Ve MICCQ. 13 7, 8PP 730 (%,0, )
Pa, l’)‘).~-cvcttlclcln Ef. facts as presently develeoped se
set indicete that there would be such sudstantial ingtezfercoce
with a federal fuactios ss te justify the extrseoodimary rancédy.

nereover, the federal sgents st this stage aze aet
defendants anéd at nost are esought to de called s witaesses.
The requigemcant of testimony might very well coasume » uinimsi
seguneat of thelis tiae snd 1s certaialy ta keepiag with thelir
ssrnal policy and precedure of testifying before state judicial
bedlies in the i(ntereet of the admisistration of jestige.

In view of this state of th: facts it would sppear that
the hara to the position of the iUmited States wauld maot be oo
sedstantial as (o create the exceptional circunstances which
298t be preseat defore a court of equity will enjolm o crinival
presecution, Stefenelll v, uimard, 342 U.S. 117, Cy ths same
satlionale it 1iXevice appears that the cuceptioxnal ciscumstamcer
would be leacking which would juatify emjolninmg 2 graad jusy
proceeding which in mest instances is dut the initial atege
of a crimins] presccution,

The concept of exceptional clzecunstanee 15 o matter of
degrec. 3Sheuld the same facts de zecast presenting a gitua-
tliee where avnerous agents are needlessly sudpoensed and
gequired to be¢ adsent frem thelir sersal federal dutiecs feorz
the purpese of testifying or delung held in readiness to
testify before such s state gransd jury, & casec of harasswent
of the fedsral goveramment night de made out. Ia sweh
sizcunatanges the definite intesference with s federal
functien would give zise to the Aczrevecadle ilajury which
counld motivate 2 coust of sqguitly o enjoila the state preceediags.
At preseat, Dowsves, thet Is net this csoe,
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8f the injusction procce‘l-i 19 wet seoorted 2o, the

fellowing prisciples would seatrel:

1 Secopond in the mnner prescrided

T

eBsuwet 8o guestions as te aay sstters
Sheir iavestigatien, mer disclose the
ants o infesmaants.

vieve with the allege
fuily as te their ¢
dlsclesing the information received.

3« 1= sppesriag defore the gsand Jury, the sgents should

leazned in the couree of
aanes of any cemplsia~
¥ith zespect to whas occurred st intes-

4 vigting, the asgeats sheuid teatify
oaduct at the interviews, Bat witheout

3« 48 teo any q.c‘tlo.a».ot~cat-ct.i. the. agents tlo.ti

3. In the event of smy attempt to cite as ageat fer
cseateapt for ast answering, the United :tates Atteraey shesid
aove iamediately to Temove tAc conteapt te the
Snited States District Court wander 33 U.8.C. 1442,

4. In the ecvent of the retura of 2 state isdictaceat
sgainst an ageat, the case shesid
the United Ststes District Comet

Theze asre twe furthers coasgidezatioans.

Pizet. If Lt ig decided to Demer the subdpoenss, considera~
ties should de givea to the fsssance of sudstantislly tae
fellewing stateseant by the Uaited States 2ttezaey:

“Sudpoenas have besa Lssned for the
appearance of Special Agents
befose the (lecsl) Grame Juxy, te amswer
eharges of slleged intinidation of witaesses
whem they have interviewed in comsectioa with
as imveatigation dizected by the Oaited States
Bepsztueat of Justice. The Attesmey Geaneral
Bas awtherised me to state that thase sadpecasy
will be hesezed und that csch Special sgest hao
beea Liastrected to tessify fully ss te the :
conduct of every iatesview ia question. This
48 i sccordance with the settled pelicy of the
Separtuent of Justice to canse fuilil davestigation
te be nede of aay sllegetiees agaianst 4ts lasw

.eafecsoncat officess, and to scepecate with

Secsl suthesities Aif aay eueh allegstien
selates teo otate favw.

Ty & - 5 -

&y izecutive Order 3329.

be removed immnedistely to
sader the cdove sectiea.
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“Bhe Special aAgents have beea further
4dastructed net te disclese any mattess learned
by tham is the course of theis iavestigatiea,

- - uhich i3 ceatinsing.” S

Secomd. I thiax that the presesce of the United States
Attezney im pesses i3 sequized uben this matter agfises. A
8tatus chesk ghenld e asde befors Nr. VWilsea, the Saited

-Stetes Atteraey, arsasges te leave. his district for the

United states Attezneys® Coaferdnce.
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Suzke narshall

Assistant Attoraey Ceneral July 9, 19e1
Civil Rights Jivision Jocash
. John Dese . 72 —al 2

- @4ret Asaistast

tavestizatiens of possidle zsacial discriaination o
4a the voting precess ‘

OB Nazech 19, 1961, we met with the Attoruey
Cesersl and np. Courtaey *vams of the Fedessl Bureau %
of Iavestigation, te discuss prodlems i voting .

invegstigations in the South, At the neeting, the

Atterney Cenersl ingtructed s to wee the Federsi
Bureasw of Investigstion for exteasive inveotigation
of voting cases. Juring the meeting it was undes-
stooed that there would bde a 1agge aunder of voting
iavestigations requested,

Nunder of !tvootllutteno Thus Pagz Requested

Simce >ur meeting with the Atterney Cenersl, we
have requested imnvestigationms of possible racial dis-
erininstion ia the 3;01:3 process im thirty-feur
Southern co-ntlol.l. The attached appemdix is a
susasry of the counties amd the investigations., This
gsepoxt does net imclude the iavestigatien of hississippi
primsry election procedures and practices, mor dees it
fuclude requests to the Pederal Dureaw of Iavestigatien
eonceraning registration and veting records and pest-
decree investigatiens, It dees aect isclude “on the
scene” gequests feor iavestigations sade ia preparing
for trial of the Bulleck Couaty, Aladbsma, case.

) §

- Actuslly this crepresensts 36 imvestigative se-
Ceeets, isrssuch as ia tve coumties, Tast Cxzrall Tazrlish,
Louisiima, end 58, Helema Pagish, Louisiema, re¢ Nave
21d tre isvestigative requests, See sttached summary,

Attormey Gemeral Kre. Nollesan 4%Z¢,~4‘,

Ar.

Deputy Attorney Gemeral Ne. Rer
Putzel Ne. 0,.:.. bherce
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Zine Comsuzesd by Iavestigstioas

. A3} Sut § of the 36 Lfaveatigationss resre comducted
o8 a8 vxpedited bDasise, thst (s, the requests asked that
She favestigstions bde gomducted om am expedited dasis.
Ide average tine et een the date of the reguest amd the
date of recciyt of the fizst report ~ss 13 days. ‘anme
of tha Bureau’s »ori vas very fost. (See Dallas Couaty,
Aladaas, for exaaple, & vesy extepiive lavestigatieam,
wheze the Buseav dsterviesed about S0 Negsoes; 13 days
#lapsed betwovn Sthe date of She resuest apd the Jate of
zecelipt of the sepest.) This -2 s sesmariably zhort
perled of tine comsiderimz tBe meture aBd 3cope of the
iavestigarioa.

Ruader of Pervsoma Imterviesed

The 36 imvestigatioms {pvalve imtecrviers +4th 738
Begroesr and 80 -hite yesooms (of thesc 854 Begrocs epd
73 vhite peassoms cooserated),

Thisrty-ome of the 18 requests comtsined 2 pro-
vising sakimg that the persom Amtervieved be astod to £
furmish Bance 9 otbers einiluzly slituated usd that the
dastter be imteorvie-ad, Heveorer, sevem of tde 31 requests
speclfied that &« naxfaun munber of such persoms be imtes-
viesed. VWhere -e¢ Dave the Bsces of esly o fe- Negrees ia
3 €ousty amd the regdstrotion records are vaaveiizdile, or
®edng cveilable, 20 pot yravide aubstemtiasl imforastions
about seglatrat.am practices, it {s meccsexry to expamd
the iptesrvicea by this uethasd,

Chacacter vf iesoris

The charscter cf the zeporis das beep uetecalmed
daggely By che ¢dizacter of the request, simce the imters-
vie-ing agemis asaslly follow closely the arecliic recuests.
¥e have beca vweing lhe techmicue of ipcixzdim; i the ce-
Guests for lavestigation a 118t of specific Liewe of ip-
fogmatien -hich ¢ believe should be eifcited Croa the
istervicuees. This techmicue bas beeam (3ftec successful,
thaugh it has Ats disadvamtages.

2roblens sad {g;lguiloos

5. 8¢ of eur probiens hao Peem to deteraine ho-
S22y Dersons ehozld be istesvieved ia esder te obtris
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falesaatiew a2 ificlenmt to discless rhathesr o5 ot these
48 s violatiom of sectiem 1971(s) amnd the 2483 of prag-
tices uvsed to diescrinipate. Ome device v¢ Rave usel
shese ¢ have only 5 fe- Bsncs apd +Dere ¢ Jo Mot Dave
geglotration Fecords o7 the records are fmadecuats 1o
the expamded favestigaition, here the PBI is 2808¢d t:

. o9tala fren specifile porsoms the Banes of otdhers Do have

tzded to register wr vote apd imtervie: tdea. Xeceptiy,
t2 Xeep this tyoe uf fmvestigation <ithiam beouasds, I bhave
oug 3icits ep thias type of cxpamded ipvestigation, 1
t2y to lindt the ilavestigavion to Detrcenm 30 meé 40
Bcgroes zmd 25 -hites,

2« ~Reze & sequest L3 very spechfic smé the im~
texvie~ing agomie comfime the imtervisrs to tDose Lteas
seisested, t-o dis:sve.ptages res-it, Phrat, it 15 of1ep
Lupsssible to preadet «p! thercfore to apeedly 8 3 ce-
w~uest 1l the tyres ol sructfcea to . hlich Kegxves auny
be sublegtcs im = ziven cucmty, Im sich cuies the im-
vestigationzs night {adl to Vsimg ost g:ctices :nich
~gfe Bot syeciiled im the request. “ecomdly, the se-
questa »ay cnal.dn ftens, ~high, as the datecrvie.» sut-
sei2eRtly reveanl, relate tn practices vhich Co not exint
ia s gilvem coumty. Yotr, by (ollo ims the apeciiic se-
cuest, every pecdon imterviered 13 apaed alnut these
pragtices > hich 2 [e- latesrvie-s cevezl 1o mot exist.
Pas exsaple, im Dullas Coumty, Alzbauan, - s€-sest Jaf
ene ftear relited (o clether or sot the Listervie 2c 2a
geyulred to Bave 2 woueher vhep Le ap lded Jos registra-
tlom. Altér o dozep or a0 imteivie~a v4th sczeams Do
tzleod to reglister 2t d4ffecremt tines, Lt Decarre obvicus
that the vuuchesr sule <23 mot ueed Im Dallszs Toumt;, The
sane a3 tcwe as to the comstizutional resdim; smd :gite
dag test., Yer, becsase cur re uest imclodcel lt. evecy
datecvir e (LBour 90) .am asked :sbout £,

3. e repcste >r¢ Dot umisorsly ficsteclass, 4>
I Beve mot resd all of thec, 1% L3 S4f08¢cuit to gepecralize.
Ballss Coumty a3 extellesl., Y:igoo Coumty, loasisadipoi,
o8 the others bhimd, 12 B¢t a0 good, 1 rec.ull that im th::
coustly the L{mtccvie Lm; agemt did mot ;rees for maves,
drtes i frets o fmticldation amd asde me stienp: te
Lletervie. ope Regro vAD a)pperemily -ss the HCLBGNEET LT
the ~dites to cegtalm Kegruca -Bo -ere told ta t.he thed:
s2wues of/ the solls.
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. 18 the future I dave fastrzucted the sttecmeys to

k. prepase 8 sunsasry of the sepest snd a feliov-cp saeuest.

Thie vii1 temd te shew wveakpeseses in the imvestigsties
'M".o

] ngt to -3‘ m"!o

3 ~ Tou Jave asied me to desfl s lettel to Kr. Boovar
| expressing yous sppresiation foz theis sosx. 4 éraft
: fs attaghad. -
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Dc&c_l:. Hoavez:

Duging tie prst theeo acatle, Lke FLI has copducted
extamsive ‘Bthil;Atléaovlﬂ sognzction ¢t cortzinm of
oar votlag caces rhich 2re pending e Aleda=a, Rissizalpyd,
epd toulsizaa.

2 an sttacdims 3 sueazry of thesye Llmvestigasions
S0 tR1t you €28 sce it & glamcs sdh2at 343 Lrew doze.,

/ -+

2 »ast t3 thent you ad Nz. Pvams foz tdias voza.

we are wyle; tc de 28 efficlomt smd elfsctive &3 pona-

#ible frhoat uwpduly b-rdeping the namyo-er of thy
231, 1 you have smy auggeatfom 23 ts Ao the -ork
€38 be ix2soved, 0F Bav @ €28 RiAe your jod easler,
I would appreciate Rearimg g0z you.

Simcerely,

BU2XT RAI BALL
Aaslstart Attorney Gemper:l
Clvil Alzhts CDivisios
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Cimtesvicw these possomes
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Pleectos Ageit 4, t104)

Pederarl Rugens of fnveatigatioems

Jobn Joes 0
Ae¢ing Agssilotant 288arncy ‘iemsrsl i ¥3-41-40
ivil zighta fwisians :

clecsisinstion in 2eglstration ani Votiag
Joedfetosan svis Couaty, ricvissippi

P o PR R S T R R L A Rl R b R g 4

Li9tes belew 8vr She saure of Pegra-s in
Jeffeasscon ravie County who Rave atbrapled €5 gegintes
ts votle, 2onme¢ Bave breen succranful, ¢ 30 mot have
She adigepors on sose of then, but ng, jJjoks , DPusmrs,
2 fosmer who 1ives spproxzimately § mlles nagth of
rgenting, will be sble ¢ Eelp yoa lacste thae indil-
viduals. Mis Bouse caa be Fraghed by gatug 3 ailes

- mosth of veentiae oo “iguway 1J- and Sugming west on 8
4198 sasd ani follawing the Jist vsesd fur sbaut a aile,
 slde of thy saad., Plesss

The Busnrs fran i an 0+ pauth

Jona C_, Durnces

Jemosze x, nollov-y,‘ut. toaferl Votiag rletaict
Pavatios, ~lssissipp!

Useten Nellowsy, *gemtipe, rissiseipp! .
askel 7, Ac--tc-lgz reentisn, ~tios,
Jeka H, Lt'll; Premtine, »les,

Jota fiaseles 2itlliame, Psentios, wiss, /

tastell tmay, Caresm, xise.

J. B, Agustroeng, I wilrs cost of rrentise, nios,
Lowts Warssen “amteviing, Peemtiss, vins,

Juamits rastesling, Premttss, rise. U

Jotasy Rartacg v

Jia Mastseg
Jona P, Bogsed

Scott BDeaszmes s
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- Jokany Goedlaw

— matber He¢zren v
— Lagkin Sise .
lsvia Lwcas
Gabdle Terrell
Rartin Sullivea v
- Natlie wasxd V/
_ James arzd v
Seaunlial ldeoss v/
Rudoliph ln:l‘:'ht. zien Comxunity .
- Jamas ue:a/- %t, Zio0oa Cemmuaity
Pred wllth- ut, tion Cemsunity
Pailey }onztv- ut, 2lon Conmumaity
— Chartie fb.l?l.l{ Ssute 2, 3ax 80 Premtiss, xiss,
Damiel 3ims kess, Zente 3, £ax 137, Prentiss, riss,
$red Ross, lc:}c 3, Box 296, Prentiss, Niss,
- Sank Phillips, Reute 3, Bex 132, nt, Hiive, niss,

Dudley Lawis u.-:&ﬁc.., fpute 2, Box 11, Premtiss,
nise,

Segethes lavtf‘;sa, Reute 3, Boxn 11, FPrentiss,
niss,

- wiitile =, lh}‘c, Reute 3, Bex 311, Prentiss,
siss,

J
—  Beoces 0Otis & 1ives neas %illde 2, whitse,
' u/c‘ L. Powell « Cazsea, Mississippi (alse edtainm

Anfezsmaticon ea hr, Pewell®s son®s attenyts
to ceglster aad his presesat location,)
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. Cesztain of these people weze previecsliy iatee-
vlcucd ia Mezch, 19358, ae=isterview 18 geqhested to
bring ths mattor ep te date and to edtaia th:z spacific
dnferaatlien regucaged,

In esdditien tovobtaialng ths msnal dackground
tafersation facluding educatioa, busimess or faraing
sxperiences, propesrty owanership, ailitsry record, arszest
secezd, obtain the followiag specific. informations
e +3ch Sime he 2ttemptad Lo Fegisler i
1. DPates or dates
2. >hare ks attenptesd to ragletes

3, %hat other 235%00s ware with his when he
attcsptcd to xcgls‘at. . -

- 4, lsac,ot pc!laa or pe:toal te. uhon he ap~
. "~ plicd for gegistratien, (Circult clezk eor
o lcyuty)

5. Full dctnilo of couv=tcstlon vith clcrk.

-G Pnll details >f any cenvctlntloa with
i otder white pecsans or officisls when he
3 attempted to rejister, such a8 thc Sdheriff
ez Deputy 3sderiff.

Y. dhat wes zeQuired of Rlm when he atteapted
te zegister, such as fllling out the sp-
plication feras, copylag amé imtezpreting
a provision ef the Coastitutioa, ~scertalas

y wketRe? any pazs of tbe Qualifying exami-
sstion was ezal, If he wae zequired ts
coDy agd imntsrpret & provisison of tha Com-
stitution, ascertaia what previsios or what
£¢ was adout and tas lemgth,

8. w#hather ho passed or falled, Imcluds here
amy cetalls of the comversation with tbc
segistrar,

!
= N
NI 9. Nhethez he gecelved amy assfstasnce ia filling
e B out the form from the reglistcazr and whither
or Mot ha reguested such essistance,

) |




“Villfot-at

T e S AT s ot 3 ve v i aggm s s e

sl e e oian -‘-

. 20. Wwhethez oz u0t he has pald hls pell sax
s segularly, if se, odteia all eriginel
- poll tax recelipts ia pl. posséssien,

i e Whethar suy white persem ia the Cowaty has -
. 4alked te him adont registering, if so, who,
: whesy 854 full details »of the convirsation,

tain fzom cach pcxoon>lltcxi1§ucd the zanmes
of sthexr Negroes who have alse attexpted to register to
gotes., Iatezview cach of these perscas forxr Full details.

Obtein frem each puzsea ilaterviewrd the asscs
of any Regreoecs whe have been Teluctaat tn attempt teo
gegistes because of a conversstiean with a white person
in the community,

latervien Laxl MNeyess, white, wha 1lives in
Tating District 5 near Preatiss, »risaisaippi, cne who is
a seglistercd vyotar for fail- details as to what tramspired
whea he registered ts vote, including; the dute, wbat
aseistance he was given either by the circuit clerk or
- by ether persone wheo he attesptel toa regiaster, zad the
leagth of tlne it took his o xcgitter., Wbtsln Iull

and whether lntervlcw'c caa read amd w:itc.

Istexview Carland igme, 2 registered white
voter im the County as to what sransplired whea he
geglatered to vate, includinmg the time At tool him to
register, and what assistance he received 1o conpleting
the Gualifyling examinatlon. btain full infereution as
to inaterviewee®s educational dactground and whether Lin-
tersviewee Can read amd write,

Kindly comduct this iavistizgationm oa an ex-
pedited basis.
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Typed 9714761
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e
Plizecter ::’fg C
Federal Tureaw of lavegtigetioa - SmgILNshf

T2-3-18
Burie Xarehsil 3656

Asoigtant Attormey Cenmezal
Civil 2ights Division

2acial Ciacrixicstioa Agzinst Negross
fa the Voter Registrotion rrocess in
Jeffeseon Cevnty, Alandran,

¥¢ Reve received complalicts froa Xepgroecs Ia
Jefferoson County indicating that their applicatlions
for vater registratica have Peen denicd beccouse the
applicents hovr doen divoreced., Apparently divorces
en grounds such &8 adozdonaneat and cruelty are
tongidercd to tc evidemcec of tad aoral cdaracter by
the Board of Rezistrars., The fact of <dliverce does
20t appear on the registration arplicetion itself
st is eclicited by the Board by Qquestioning the
applicants, '

Attachecd, &3 an appeandix, is & l1ist of 35 nases
of white citizeas io Jcfferson Comnty who becans
cogistered voters betweeaa Azzil 1960 amd April 1901,
These nanes have Neen selected st randon fron a
1ist of 2137 white citiznens who regzistered during
that year, :lcaac check these naneg againast the
agne Indexcs of tbe divorce cecords in Jeffersan
Couaty. 1f any of these nanzs appeer is the nane
Amndexes of the divorce xecords, please mote the
decket nuadbers and ascertain the date and greands
for the divorce, snd whether the hustsad er wife xas
the plaintiff,

Attechasat

Records
Chrono

Dear

Val Sec.
Trial Pile, Rm, 1140
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Bhan, Als.

—

e 3L e o o 1 Sz e .
P G B2 i Ebiis et i b Rt L e SRSl
Tl e el : N ik I

2. 1%




